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Tip 1. make it fun 
Children are experts when it comes to their own views, but you can help them express themselves 
Make interviews fun. Think about what children enjoy – it could be colouring in, playing a game, doing 
a quiz or making something.. 
Tip 2. Be clear and confirm consent 
Make sure the child knows why they are talking to you. 
There are lots of reasons children won't understand what you want from them. They might be used to 
adults making their decisions, worried about the service being taken away or people being cross with 
them if they don't do the interview. 
Tip 3.  Create the right atmosphere 

young person will be assessing you as much as you're assessing them. 
The atmosphere of the interview is your responsibility.  

the NSPCC and we ensure that a possible disclosure of abuse is followed up. In this scenario, your pre-
cious interview data is set aside, but the welfare of the child is paramount. There's no other ethical 

 
Always keep eye contact with the child or young person, not your paperwork.  

 
Some children may want another person present to reassure them. It could be a big sister, a foster 

  
Allowing people to sit in is fine if they're clear on their role. Some adults hate silences and try to help 
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The Headmaster’s and Headmistresses’ Conference (HMC) has carried out research in partnership 
with Digital Awareness UK (DAUK) into teenage use of mobile devices overnight. Of 2,750 pupils aged 
11-
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gramme for the fathers of at-

 

work with fathers. 
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The Guardian features a 2 day series on child and adolescent mental health services (CAMHS). Key is-
sues raised include: 235,189 young people were in contact with NHS mental health services in England 
at the end of June 2016 including 65,000 children under 11. In a survey carried out by the Royal Col-
lege of Nursing (RCN) for the Guardian, 43% of the 631 mental health nurses working in CAMHS who 

and projects to help children’s mental health are discussed. This includes the Triple P programme 
which was evaluated by the NSPCC. 

-health-and-behaviour-in-schools--2 

In a BBC documentary, Louis Theroux, who first met Jimmy Savile in 2000, tries to understand how he 
was able to get away with his crimes. 
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school leaders. Key issues highlighted include: FGM is child abuse and needs to be talked about in the 
same way society would tackle any other child abuse. 

-is-child-abuse-and-schools-need-to-talk-about-it/ 
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